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What is Civil Legal Aid and Why Does It Matter?
By Leo C. Hamilton

Civil legal aid is free legal 
advice and representation to 
low-income and vulnerable 
people who cannot otherwise 

afford legal help. Services can be as simple 
as educating clients about their rights 
and responsibilities and giving advice. 
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clients, these services mean the difference 
between staying in a home and living on 
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earned wages and having nothing to eat. 
Without legal help, even relatively minor 
problems can escalate. Often the failure to 
resolve these issues can tear families apart 
or drive them further into poverty. 

Under our criminal justice system, 
low-income persons are constitutionally 
guaranteed legal representation before the 
courts. No such guarantee is provided in 
civil matters. Yet, I believe that our legal 
system lacks validity when the least among 
us is not provided adequate representation 
in all matters, including civil disputes. 
From the abused woman seeking safety 
for herself and her children, to the elderly 
man unlawfully evicted from his home, 
legal aid is necessary to ensure that all 
Americans have access to our civil justice 
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system.
Legal aid helps 

people solve prob-
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are victims of domes-
tic violence.
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need a stable home 
or special education.
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facing foreclosure due to fraudulent 
schemes.
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security or health care is in jeopardy.
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lenders.
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disasters.
As lawyers, we swore an oath to “never 

reject, from any consideration personal to 
[ourselves], the cause of the defenseless 
or oppressed or delay any person’s cause 
for [monetary gain] or malice.” I believe 
that oath places upon all lawyers, as a 
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profession, the obligation not only to care 
about civil legal aid, but also to actively 
do something about it. The Louisiana Bar 
Foundation (LBF) works every day to do 
just that.
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organizations providing critical, free civil 
legal aid services to women, children, the 
elderly, the working poor, people with 
disabilities, the newly unemployed and 
those facing loss of their homes. If you are 
unable to personally aid in the delivery of 
civil aid to the defenseless or oppressed, a 
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help ensure that justice is a reality — not 
just for those who can afford it, but for 
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you can help, contact LBF Development 
Director Laura Sewell at (504)561-1046.
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Hon. C. Kerry Anderson ...... DeRidder
Hon. Randall C. Bethancourt ... Houma
Hon. Vincent J. Borne ............ Franklin
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Canaday ...........................Lake Charles
Hon. Charlene  
Charlet Day .....................Baton Rouge
Hon. James T. Genovese ..... Opelousas

Jeremy A. Hebert ..................Lafayette
Hon. Karen K. Herman ...New Orleans
?�����	#�	"����� ........... Covington
Elizabeth H. Icamina ........... Covington
Hon. Ellen Shirer Kovach ......... Gretna
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�	?�	Q����� .........Chalmette
Hon. Scott U. Schlegel .............. Gretna
Cynthia Hazel Taylor ......Baton Rouge

The Louisiana Bar Journal  
would like to publish news 

and photos of your activities 
and accomplishments. 

Email your news items 
and photos to: 

LSBA Publications 
Coordinator Darlene 

LaBranche at 
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Or mail press releases to:
Darlene LaBranche
601 St. Charles Ave.

New Orleans, LA 
70130-3404
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