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Interview of 2013-14 President Leo C. Hamilton
Interviewed by 2013-14 Secretary E. Jane Sherman
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your family.

Hamilton: I am a Baton Rouge native, 
i.e., born there, reared there, attended public 
elementary and secondary schools there, 
and attended LSU for undergraduate and 
law school degrees. My wife, Gwen, and I 
will have been married for 40 years on June 
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Malia, Kimberly and Christine. They’ve 
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college. The oldest and the youngest of our 
girls, Malia and Christine, currently reside 
in New Orleans and our middle daughter, 
Kimberly, resides in Baton Rouge. Kimberly 
is the only one of our girls who is married. 
Her husband is Gary Jupiter, and they have 
one daughter, Makenzye, who is 4 years old 
and runs all of our lives.  

Despite my earlier pledge to not ever do 
so, I have practiced law with a major law 
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for more than 20 years and have really en-
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are labor and employment, administrative 
law and constitutional law. I have had the 
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Louisiana Community and Technical Col-
lege System since its inception and have 
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viable community and technical colleges 
has greatly improved the postsecondary 
education options available to Louisiana’s 
youth and enhanced the growth in the 
state’s economic development. Prior to my 
involvement in the Louisiana Bar Founda-
tion (LBF), I was very much involved with 
the Baton Rouge Bar Association (BRBA), 
having served on its board of directors and 
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come a Fellow during my term as president of 
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member and past president of the BRBA, sug-
gested that I continue my association with the 
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Bar Foundation. I was 
then appointed to the 
board by Judge Marc 
Amy, then-president of 
the Foundation. After 
serving on the board 
for a term, I was elected 
to continue my service 
by the full board.
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Hamilton� The LBF serves a primary 
and direct role in promoting access to justice 
through its support of the Legal Services of-
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support for these programs is dwindling at 
the state and federal levels. This dwindling 
support makes the LBF’s contribution even 
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port of educational programs aimed at youth 
and the disadvantaged, the LBF enhances 
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general public to the rule of law and to their 
rights as citizens.
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of our oath. By this, I mean there is less of 
an understanding among members of the 
profession, especially younger attorneys, 
regarding the role of attorneys in the main-
tenance of our social order. When access 
to justice is denied to the most vulnerable 
of our community through adequate legal 
representation, the rule of law is eroded. We 
must ensure that equal justice under the law 
is more than simply a phrase. We have to get 
back to the fundamentals of our democracy.
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portunity for Louisiana attorneys to enhance 
the overall standing of the legal profession 
in each of our communities. The LBF has 
programs that touch all Louisiana communi-
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and rural. By supporting and participating 
in the programs of the LBF, Louisiana at-
torneys help all of us earn the respect of 
our neighbors and NOT merely become the 
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siana attorney should consider providing 
some volunteer time to one of the programs 
of the LBF. As busy as we all are, there is 
the time to give a few hours to the better-
ment of our profession and the community 
as a whole. Additionally, there are always 
opportunities to offer suggestions on how 
we can better provide access to justice for 
the most vulnerable among us. The LBF is 
open to new approaches to and resources 
for the provision of services to the poor, 
disadvantaged and other individuals or 
groups unable to secure legal assistance to 
address critical problems.
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to maintain the standards established by 
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crucial legal services to the most vulner-
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improving the image of Louisiana attorneys 
throughout this country.
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